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"It's a bold undertaking, a fascinating tour de force, unrivalled in the Sartre literature. The results are brilliant,
effective, and persuasive: Sartre's deficits and compensations are made clear, but never unfeelingly or
abstractly. Accordingly, this study will be must reading for Sartre specialists as well as those interested in the
relationship of psychology to biography." · Ronald Aronson, Wayne State University 

"By using the theme of masculinity, Boulé succeeds in illuminating in a fresh way well-known material from Les
Mots and the various biographies. Future studies of Sartre will not be able to disregard the important new ques-
tions posed by Boulé's work." · Ian H. Birchall, Independent Writer, formerly Middlesex University 

Published on the occasion of Sartre’s Centenary, this book helps to understand the man behind the work, offer-
ing a psycho-social analysis of Jean-Paul Sartre with an emphasis on his masculinity. Sartre’s development is
contextualised in terms of his psycho-sexual formation and processes of self-constitution, with reference to
childhood experiences. The main period under detailed study is 1905-1945, before Sartre became the Sartre.
It concentrates on his early childhood, his teenage years in La Rochelle, the years at the Ecole Normale, and
the first few years of his adulthood, with specific attention on the war years. An analysis of Sartre’s relation-
ships follows, with Simone de Beauvoir and other women and men (including love and sex), before a postscript
covering the period 1973-1980. This essay is not a reductive account. It tells the story of Jean-Paul Sartre,
from the inside out, so that the achievements of one of the major intellectuals of the 20th Century can be meas-
ured against his own internal struggles. 

Jean-Pierre Boulé is Professor of Contemporary French Studies at the Nottingham Trent University. He is the
author of Sartre médiatique (1992) and has also written books on Hervé Guibert and on AIDS literature in
France. His last book was HIV Stories: The Archaeology of AIDS Writing in France (2002). He is the co-founder
of the UK Society for Sartrean Studies, and has given papers at Sartre conferences in Canada, France, The
United Kingdom, and the United States of America. 
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